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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated and some who are fully vaccinated. In our determined 
care for each other, please follow these rules: 
 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
December 5, 8:30 & 11 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry,” Jeffrey Blersch 

 

Entrance 

Stand as the cross enters from the side door 

 

Confession and Forgiveness Stand as you are able 

P In the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy Spirt. 
C Amen. 

P A voice cries in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord!  Make his 
paths straight!”  Brothers and sisters, let us confess our sin in the 
presence of God and of one another 

 

Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P Gracious God, 

C We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

Gathering Song “Comfort, Comfort Now My People,” #256 
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Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 And also with you. 
 

Kyrie  
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Advent Candle Lighting Today’s word: “Prepare” 

P We thank you, Gracious God, for wondrous words of Advent promise 
that refresh our days with hope in you. As we light the candles on this 
wreath, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit so that we shine in the 
darkness with the light of Christ, loving and serving our neighbors as 
he first loved us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws near. 

C Amen. 
 
Singing— 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save, 
And give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to you, O Israel 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
You may be seated 
 

The Word of God 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4 

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of 
the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 
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hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in 
righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Luke  1:76-79 
6 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

 
Cantor/Choir sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

 

76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
  for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
79to shine on those who dwell in darkness  
and in the shad- | ow of death, 
  and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. Refrain 
 

Second Reading Philippians 1:3-11 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy 
in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the 
gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
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of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because 
you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 
8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and 
more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is 
best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “Prepare the Royal Highway,” #264 stanza 1 

Prepare the royal highway; 
the King of kings is near! 
Let ev'ry hill and valley 
a level road appear! 
Then greet the King of glory, 
foretold in sacred story: 
Hosanna to the Lord, 
For he fulfills God’s word! 

 

Gospel Luke 3:1-6 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his 
brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the 
word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He went 
into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the 
prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 6and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.’ ” 
The Gospel of the Lord.  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

You may be seated 
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Sermon Pastor Burce 

Stand as you are able  
 

Song of the Day “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry,” #249 

Shining with Hope:  An Offering of Commitments 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Stir up your power, O Lord. . .  
C . . . and prepare the way of your Son. 
 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
You may be seated 

 
Offering “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” arr. Jason W. Krug (8:30) 

“Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People,” Johann Gottfried Walther (11) 
 
A Let us pray. God of abundance, 
C You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope 

as we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of 
all that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 
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Communion Hymn “By Your Hand You Feed Your People,” #469 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 

A We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for 
all creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.  

C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
C Amen. 

Sending Song “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding,” #246 

Stanzas 1, 2, 5 

  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel,” Robert J. Powell 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with License #SB131019.  
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People,” arr. David Lasky © 2007 Augbsurg Fortress 
Luke 1:78; Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C ©  2006 Augsburg Fortress 
“Prepare the Royal Highway,” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,” arr. Jason W. Krug © 2015 Choristers Guild 

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel,” arr. Robert J. Powell © 2000 Augbsurg Fortress 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 

Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Janice Snyder (11) 
Acolytes – Annalies Anderson (8:30); Leroy Russ (11:00) 
Cantors – Nigel Copeland (8:30); Anthony Reed (11:00) 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
Joy Ringers (8:30) – Directed by Ruth King 

Deacons – Ray Durban (8:30); Amy & Mark Hunger (11:00) 
Welcoming Team – Joyce Budaker (8:30); 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Ruth Mortensen 
 

In our Prayers 

• The Church’s witness to the hope and promise of Christ 

• The public voices that God uses today in his call for repentance 

• Our congregation as we begin to offer commitments to the Lord’s 
service next year 

• Efforts to stem the spread of Covid in its latest variation 

• People serving long and stressful hours to meet the demands of the 
current shopping season 

• In need of healing: Andrew Boraggina, Betty Kocab, JoAnn Kundtz, 
John Kurtz, Betty Preuss 

• Myisha Conley, Carol Markus, and Deanna McLeeson, together with 
their families as they mourn the loss of dear ones.  

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Dec. 6—NICHOLAS, d. 342, a bishop renowned for his gifts to the poor and 
faintly honored as Santa Claus.   
 
Dec. 8—AMBROSE, d. 397, famed bishop, theologian, and hymnwriter. 

 

God’s Word for Next Week 
Third Sunday in Advent 

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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